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ADVERTISEMENT. 


r 5 
HE Aurnox will be greatly oblig'd to the 

PuBLicx for their Demand of this Sermon; 
as it may be a Channel of conveying one of the 
nobleſt Branches of Chriſtian Compaſſion, viz. a 
Relief to the Sick and Infirm; the ſole Intention 
of the Author” s publiſhing it; and an Apology, 
which, tis to be hop'd, will meet with Candour 
from every humane and well-diſpoſed Reader. 
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DEDICATION. 
"i 
Sir GEORGE DALSTON, Bart, 
Hicn Surrirey of Cumberland. 


S I R, 
HE following Diſcourſe ſollicits your 
Pa tronage, as the Author himſelf has 
of ten done before ; and, from your experienced 
Candour and Approbation, T hope, it ſtands fair 
for a favourable Reception by the Publick. T1 
was the Publick Good it intended to ſupport ; 
and it is, in a good Meafare, the Publick Voice 
that has engaged it's venturing Abroad. In 
one Senſe, I can't help rejoicing at the Oppor- 
tunity ; ſince, by this Means, I can make my 


Acknowledgements of Favours received as pu- 
blick 700 as poſſible, 


Ts a needleſs Attempt (nor, indeed, is it 
in my preſent Deſign ) to expatiate on your Zeal 
for your Country's Security and Welfare, or your 


firm 


li. DEDICATION. 


firm Attachment to his Majeſty's Perſon, Fa- 
milly, and Government. We need but go back fo 
the/ate REBELL LON,and Your Services — . our 
agr. 8 enetratiam inis Circus 
00] 2 ich came beftre you ns Fo 

of the Grand Inqueſt—di/tinguifbed — 


in at ke, popular Character. 
{ MOTeIAQC FD AO: 
1 WOULD not be led into the too uſual Laws 


guage of Dedkeations, being fully convinced of” 
your Averſion to every Addreſs that favours of 
Compliment, I know the honeſt Plainneſs of - 
our Heart, which can, approve. nothing 

bet ih I ingere: Aud wuſt beg gon would 12 
heve, Me Juch,. when, 1 1 * Walde n 
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The 22d and Part of the 23d Verſe of the Epiſtle 
General of St JUDE. 


Of ſome have Compaſſion, making a Difference + 
And others ſave with Fear, 


/ 


? HIS Epiſtle, from which I have 
choſen my Subject, for the preſent Oc- 
> fn caſion, was originally intended againſt 

0 n falſe Teachers; Men of infamous 
| Character; licentious in their Morals ; 
—*deſpiſing Dominion, and ſpeaking Evil of Digni- 
ties. They pretended to uncommon Knowledge; 
A. and, 


* Tude 8. 


- 
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and, by amuſing the People with an empty Shew 
of + ſwelling Words, endeavour'd to raiſe Diviſions, 
in the Chriſtian Church, and pervert the new Con- 
vers from embracing the Doctrines of the Goſpel. 


Taz Author, therefore, of this Epiſtle, ufes the 
utmoſt Preciſion, in diſcovering the Fallacy of 
theſe Impoſters and $ Mockers, as they are call'd, 
and guarding the Chriſtians againſt any Wavering 
in Principle; by exhorting them || earneſtly to contend 
for the Faith, and uſe all poſſible Diligence to pre- 
ferve others from the threatening Contagion. 


As for thoſe wb had been deluded, either 
through Ignorance or Inadvertency, they were to be 
pitied; but ſuch as through corrupt, wicked Incli- 
nation had wilfully gone aſtray, cou'd not be 

treated with too much Severity. Great Lenity 
and Tenderneſs was due to thoſe who were weak, 
and conſequently more liable to be impoſed upon 
and a wide Difference to be made betwixt them and 
the vicious, ſtubborn Offenders, whom nothing 
but Fear of Puniſhment cou'd /ave, or reform. 


Tux Precept then, in my Text, was calculated 
for a Rule of Conduct and Judgment in religious 
Matters, but may, not unſeaſonably, be applied 
to Civil and Judicial Caſes : I ſhall therefore beg 
Leave to conſider it in this latter Senſe, as having 

| a 


+ Jude 16. 6 18. | 3. 


a more appoſite Reference to the Solemnity that 
convenes us. 


Or ſome have Compaſſion, wakis a Diffrence ; 
others ſave with Fear, 


From which Words, thus introduced, I ſhall _ 


endeavour to ſhew : 


Firſt, How far Lenity and Compaſſion may and 
ought to be extended; and in what particular 
Circumſtances a Difference ſhould be made. 


Secondh, Prove the Neceſſity of Puniſhments, or 
preſerving theOrder and Well-being of theCom- 


munity, and avoiding Anerchy and Confuſion. 


In the next Place, I ſhall briefly touch upon the 
Happineſs of our Conſtitution, and the equat 
Juſtice which every Subject has a Claim to. 


Tu x whole will be concluded with a modeſt Ad- 
dreſs to all thoſe who are inveſted with a Power 
of executing the Laws. Firſt, 


How far Lenity and Compaſſion may and ought 


to be extended ; and in what particular Senn. 


Rances a Difference ſhould be made. 
Mex v and Gentleneſs are the diſtinguiſhing 


Characteriſticks of the Chriſtian Temper : They 


always obtain'd a principal Place in the Syſtem of 
Morals; but the Doctrines of the Goſpel have 


cax- 
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carried them to the moſt refin'd and exalted Pitch 
imaginable; for here we are enjoined to“ have 
Compaſſion one of another ,—to love as Brethren , — 
4 be pitiful ; to be courteous :—to be Þ merciful, as 
our Father alſo is merciful ;—to & bear one another's 
Burthens, and ſo fulfil the Lau of Chriſt ;—to || 
remember them that are in Bonds as bound with them ; 
and them that ſuffer Adverſity, as being ourſelves 
alſo in the Body. We are there commanded to 
have * Bowels of Compaſſion ; that is, to have ſo 
tender a moral Senſe, at the Sight or Conſidera- 
tion of the Miſeries of our Fellow Creatures, as to 
be inclined to help and relieve them whenever we 
have it in our Power. 


« Comras$1on,”* ſays a J late good and learned 
Prelate of our Church, © is a Call, or Demand 
&« of Nature, to relieve the Unhappy ; as Hunger 
js a natural Call for Food.“ Sorrow and Mi- 
ſery have a Right to our Aſſiſtance; and this in- 
ward Medtion of Mind, which we feel for the Di- 
ſtreſſed, gains them Admittance and Acceſs to 
our ſeaſonable Succours. By the Exerciſe of our 
Benevolence in the Works of Mercy, the Miſery 


of 


* 1 Pet. iii. 8. + Lule vi. 36. Cal. vi. 2. 
| Heb. xiii. 23. * Col. iii. 12 


+ Dr Butler Biſhop of Durham, See his excellent Sermon 
on Compaſſim. His Life the belt Comment, For a fuller Cha- 
rafter, ſee Mr Sharp's Sermon before the Governors of the 
Newcaſtle Infirmary. 
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of others is annibilated, and Happineſs created; as 
the ſame diſtinguiſh'd Author (whoſe Life was a 
Pattern of this Chriſtian Principle, and whoſe 


Death demands the Publick Grief) moſt elegantly 
POTS . 


Every Man finds his own Intereſt in being piti- 
ful and compaſſionate to his Fellow-creatures ; as 
he ſecures to himſelf the ſame Tenderneſs, the ſame 
kind Offices of Humanity from others, which he 
was ready and willing to ſhew them, in like Cir- 
cumſtances. If we look at home, into the inner- 
moſt Receſſes of our own Wants and Weakneſſes, 
we ſhall find we have frequent Occaſions for this 
commi ſerating Aid: and tho* Pity may not make 
our Burthens really the Jeſs, yet it lightens, and 
makes them Jeſs grievous. 


teens one, therefore, may fetch the general 
Rule or his Conduct from holy Scripture, (which 
will ever be our moſt faithful Director) and * have 
Compaſſion on the Ignorant, and on them that are 
out of the Way, as the great Apoſtle ſays, for that 
he himſelf alſo is compaſſed with Infirmity. 


YET, notwithſtanding the general Precepts of 
the Goſpel, and what might further be advanced 
of the Becomingneſs and Uſefulneſs of Compaſſion, 

in 


Heb. v. 2 
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in our Intercourſe with the World, all Men have 
not an equal Claim to our Pity and Relief: The 
Objects may be very different, and our Incitements 


to Commiſeration will rife and fall in the ſame Pro- 
portion, 


In all immoral and criminal Actions we muſt 
nicely diſtinguiſh the State and Circumſtances of the 
Offender, and great Allowances are to be made to 
the Want of due Inſtitution, —to Ignorance or Inad- 
vertency. We are ſure that the Tempers and In- 
clinations of Mankind have ever been, and will be, 
very various; and the Conſequences of their Ac- 
tions may frequently be owing to /ome of the Cauſes 
above-hinted. For Want of Education and pro- 
per Culture of the Mind, many are unable to di- 
ſtinguiſh between Actions juſt and unjuſt, —lawfut 
or unlateful; conſequently muſt be at a Loſs for 
the Meaſure of their Duty, and an unerring Rule 
of Conduct, Ignorance and Inadvertency may ad- 
mit of many palliating Circumſtances, where the 
Nature of Actions, with their Tendency and Ef- 
fects, is cither not fully known, or the general 
Conſequences of them paſs unregarded by a curſory - 
and inadvertent Obſerver. In ſuch Caſes, Compaß 
fion will mark out to us ſeveral Ways of extenua- 
ting Men's Failures, and will be ever ready to 


_ ſuggeſt ſomething, either in their Favour or Ex- 
cuſe. 


Hu- | 
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Human Nature muſt be taken as it is, with all 
its concomitant Weakneſſes and Imperfeftions; and ſo 
long as an induſtrious, deliberated Intention of doi 
Wrong does not appear, Acts of Indiſcretion ind 
Negligence ought to be treated with great Lenity. 


As to Faults, which are the Effects of any ſud- 
den Commotion, or violent agitated Paſſion, they 
are likewiſe to be adjudged far more venial than 
ſuch as betray free-meditated Malice and deep De- 
ſign. This was the Diſtinftion which the great 
* Roman Orator made, and which is ſtill allow'd in 
Equity and Morals. EEE. is 


 Bes1Dxs theſe, there are many other Actions, 
in their Iſſue criminal, which, probably, owed their 
firſt Riſe to Error in Fudgment. Theſe do not bear 
that aggravated Guilt with thoſe, which proceed 
from clear Knowledge, and an inward Senſe and 
Conviction of Duty. In the one, the Agents were 
miſtaken, and did not apprehend any dangerous 
Conſequences: In the other, they acted deliberately 
—in Oppoſition to the Light of Reaſon, and the 
' Remonſtrances of Conſcience. In fuch diſſimular 
Circumſtances, no-body will argue, that our Pity 
and Compaſſion ſhou'd be, equally divided. The 
one have a Claim to it; from the Confideration of 


8 


Cicero Off. L. 1. C. 8. Leviera ſunt ea, que repentino aligus 
Motu accidunt, quam ea gue meditata & praparata inferuntur. 
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the Weakneſs and Fallibility of human Nature: The 


other forfeit It, by an obſtinate and wilful Tran, 
greſſion of a poſitive and known Duty. 


Bur further: The Power, Ability and Situation 
of the Agent, when brought into the Eſtimate, 
may greatly contribute to the Aggravation of a 
Crime, Thus, if a Perſon in high Place—inveſted 
with the Office of Dignity, or the Adminiſtration 
of Fuſtice—ceaſes to act correſpondent to his Sta- 
tion and Character; — makes his Example publickly 
vicious and immoral; traduces the Laws and Au- 
thority, which he ought to ſupport ; ſuch Con- 
duct becomes more culpable, as it diffuſes a more 
general Contagion thro' the Claſs of Inferiors, to 
whom he ought to be a Precedent; For, as the 
* Declaimer rightly obſerves, Evil is always 
« moſt pernicious, when the Author of it is Great 
« and Powerful.” And || another Writer, who wag 
thoroughly acquainted with the reigning Vices and 
Corruptions of the Republick he liv'd under, re- 
marks to this Effect, that the higher the Station, 
<« tbe leſs Liberty it allows.” Here then very little 
Room is left for Connivance : The Example be- 
comes dangerous to the laſt Degree; and its In- 


fluence muſt be check'd, to preſerve the good 
Order of Society. 


TRHoO' 


* Quintil. Declam. 3. 


| Salluſt. In maxima Fortuna minima Licentia. 
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Tno' the Misfortunes and Unhappineſs of Others 
are generally the Objects of Compaſſion in us, yet 
this Affection is variouſly excited, according to the 
different Cauſes of that Miſery which implores our 
Pity. A Perſon, who, by a long and obſtinate 
Run in Wickedneſs, has reduc'd himſelf to a State 
of Woe and Diſgrace, will never raiſe our Compaſſion 
to that ſenſible Degree of feeling his Misfartunes, 
which we are affected with, when Innocence ſuffers. 


Wx have a 010 Averſion to notorious and 
crying Offences; and the Sentiments, produc'd 
by Reflection on them, create Abborrence, inſtead 
of Compaſſion. Thus Murther, and the unnatural 
Act of Rebellion (which I ſhall curſorily touch 
upon in the ſubſequent Part of my Diſcourſe) ex- 
cite Ideas of Horrour and juſt Indignation: And 
Pity proportionably ſub/ides, as our Hatred, for ſuch 
atrocious Crimes, riſes, —But, in Caſcs of injured, 
oppreſs'd Innocence, or where Puniſhments greatly 
exceed the Nature and Quality of the Offence, we 
find ourſelves affected with an inward Senſe of our 
Fellows-Suffering : And the Fountain of our Com- 
Paſſion often ſwells to ſuch a Pitch, as to overflow 
in Tears. i here's a Gentleneſs, and Ductability 
in Nature (it 1 may be allow'd the Expreſſion) 
which draws us to compaſſicnate the Misfortunes of 
our Species: And the tender Sentiment will /pring 
up, if the Shock of wilful Guilt, on the Side of the 
miſerable, does not deſtroy its Pliantneſs. 


B WE 
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We: may obſerve ourſelves frequently to be more 
forcibly incited, by the Bent of natural Temper, 
to condole with the Diſtreſs d, than to congratulate 
the good Fortune of the Proſperous. The one calls 
for immediate Relief; and cannot well ſubſiſt with- 
out it: The other, as leſs dependent, ſolicits no 
larger a Participation of Affection, than juſt what 
is the Reſult of general Regard, or Good-will. 


AFTER what has been obſerv'd, we may be led 
to diſcover the Difficulty, and the Difference too, 
in judging between the Merits and Demerits of the 
Objects, which may claim a Share in our Compaſ- 
 fon.—lt their Miſery be not of their own creating, 
it wou'd be unmanlike—ungenerous —to ſuſpend 
it one Moment. If they lay under unmerited 
Preſſures and Misfortunes, we cannot well help 
having the ſympathetick Senſe, and Feeling. 
Do they taſte the Bread and Water of Aftittion ? — 
Do they gb as Priſoners, amidſt the Horrours of 
a Dungeon, either for Crimes not committed, or 
for the Malice, and Violence of the Oppreſſor? 
Let us ſorrow, as being bound with them, ſays the 
Apoſtle; or, with the /amentixg Prophet, look on 
their Affliction,“ in the Day of their Calamity. 


Axe they Faults, for which they ſtand accuſed, 
ſuch as may proceed from Want of due Conſidera- 
tion, neceſſary Caution, or from a careleſs, unguar g 

e 


Fer. xvili. 17. 
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ed Interval ? Let us rather reprove, rebuke, and 
exbort them, than puniſh with the ſtricteſt Rigour 
and Severity of Law ; remembering this Maxim, 
which is founded on Truth and Experience in ma- 
ny Caſes, * too rigid Juſtice turns to Injury. 


11 


Was the Temptation to deviate from the 
Road of Duty, or the Propenſity to ſome particu- 
lar Sin, ſtrengthen'd by the alluring Circumſtance 
of Example, Age, Conſtitution, and the like? 
Let us pity the unhappy Influence, and treat our 
offending Brother with the Lenity which the. learned 
Convert preſcribes, & If a Man be over-taken in a 
Fault, ye which are ſpiritual, that is, ye who 
* are eminent for ſuperior Knowledge, Practice, 
© and Abilities,” reftore ſuch an one in the Spirit 
of Meekneſs ; confidering your ſelves, leſt ye alſo be 
tempted. | 


IxpEED, it muſt be owned, Objefts may pre- 
ſent themſelves, whoſe Demerits require, not the 
lenient compaſſionate Treatment, but the coercive 
Force and Severity of Penal Laws. Clemency, in 
ſome Caſes, would be injurious to the Publick 
Weal; and, as the eloquent || Memmius obſerved, 
Pardon to the greateſt Criminals would only iſſue in 
eur own Deſtruction. 

Pro- 
Summum Jus ſumma 1njuria. 


$ Gal. vi. 1. 


See his admirable Speech in Sallz/7, 
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 PrRocetD we then in the ſecond Place, to remon- 
ſtrate the Neceſſity of Puniſoments, for preſerving 
the Order and Well-being of the Community, and 
avoiding Anarchy and Confuſion. 


Warar the Influence of Clemency and gentle 
Mealures fail, it is not only juſtifiable but prudent 
for the Civil Power to have Recourſe to ſevere 
Diſcipline and Correction. This Expedient has 
prevailed in all Countries, and under all Forms of 
Government ; ſince, without it, Laws themſelves 
would frequently loſe their Sanction: For how 
would Life or Property be ſecure, if they lay at the 
Mercy of every bold Aſſailant? If the Terror of 
Paniſhment could be thoroughly eraſed out of the 
Minds of Men, would not Numbers grow more 
diſſolute and wicked? It is abſolutely neceſſary 
therefore to guard againſt the Attempts of the Li- 
centious and Unruly, by the Severity and Infliction 
of Penal Laws; for theſe will, in many Caſes, re- 
ſtrain Men to their Duty, when milder Meaſures 
would have little or none Effect 


Tur Scheme of Chriſtianity is ſo far from inhi- 
biting the Enforcement of Penal Laws, that, on 
the contrary, it enjoins Rules to encourage it;“ 
for the Puniſhment of Evil-doers, and for the Praiſe . 
of them that do well. And tho' the Doctrine of the 

Gol- 


* x; Fel. Ih $4 
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Goſpel be a Doctrine of Liberty, and | the Truth 
ſpall make us free, yet it was never intended as an 
Exemption from Obedience to Civil Government : 
For then would Liberty ſoon degenerate into Mi/- 
rule and Licentiouſneſs. It the Nature of Chriſtian 
Freedom be miſ-underſtood, it may be perverted to 
very unjuſtifiable Purpoſes. Tho' a + Freedom, yet it 
is bounded by the Dictates of Right Reaſon and the 
Laws of God. To puniſh the * lawleſs and diſ- 
obedient, the unholy and prophane,—the Diſturbers 
of Publick Peace, —and to protect the Righteous, 
and thoſe who advance the Good of Society, have 
| ever been the laudable Ends both of Religious and 
Civil Inſtitutions. | 


AND noDoubt but very ſalutary Effects may pro- 
ceed from a well-timed Diſcipline and Correction, as 
they will be a Means to deter others from offend- 
ing in the like Way of criminal Actions, to which 
Puniſhment is due, and are the only Remedies to - 
cure either the Ob/tinacy or the depraved Nature of 
the Delinquent. 


As to the Meaſure and Proportion of Puniſh- 
ments to particular Crimes, that muſt be left to 
the Direction of thoſe, to whom is delegated the 
important Truſt and Adminiſtration of Juſtice, — 

Ma- 

John viii. 32. 

+ See Dr Fotbergill's Sermon, St Mary's, Oxon. Jan. 31. 

1737. 


* Jim. i. 8. 
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making a Difference as themſelves ſhall judge to 


anſwer beſt the Purpoſes of . and the Uti- 
hy of the * 


Tur al Rule of “ rating Puniſhments, is 
by taking into Conſideration the ObjefF injured, 
and the Heinouſneſs . tvs Offence. 


AnD, firſt of all, it muſt be acknowledged, 
that a Violation of the Laws of God, and acting 
derogatory to his Honour, is a Crime of the deep- 
eſt Dye, and involves in it the moſt flagrant Guilt. 
The Man who has no Regard for the Divine Laws, 
will pay little Deference to human Sanctions; and, 
if he is not afraid to offend his Maker, will hardly 
be influenced to refrain from injuring his Fellow 
Creature: and tho? the internal Ads of Diſobe- 
dience and Irreyerence to God may neither be cog- 
nizable nor puniſhable at human Tribunals, yet 
when they break out into open Commiſſion of Vice, 
—by diſhonouring his ſacred Authority, —by pro- 
phaning his Sabbath, by contemning his holy Or- 

dinances, —by raſh and babitual Swearing, or by 
Perjury, (which is a Sin of the moſt malignant Na- 
ture that can poſſibly be conceived) her ariſes the 
utmoſt Neceſſity of puniſbing ſuch atrocious and 
crying Impieties. Theſe are Points of important 
Conſequence, and well worth the Animadverfion 


of 


* See Puffendorff, B. 8. C. 3. S. 18. 
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of every Magiſtrate, of whatever Rank, Dignity, or 
Station; ſince without a due Regard to the Name of 
God, and his Divine Laws being firſt eſtabliſhed, the 
Foundation of Morals, and a ſtrict Obſervance of 
poſitive human Inſzitutions, can never be built on 
any ſecure Footing. 0 4 


Nexr, in Otder, follow Crimes committed a- 
gainſt .the Well-being and Security of our KixG 
and CounTRy. To theſe every Member of the 
Community ſtands bound by the ſtrongeſt, but yet 
the moſt endearing Ties; and whoever attempts to 
violate either theSafety of the one, or the Repoſe and 
Tranquillity of the other, is guilty of the fouleſtCrime, 
and juſtly obnoxious to the ſevereſt Puniſhment of 
the Laws : For what can be baſer Ingratitude, (to 
call it by no worſe a Name) than to re//t the Power 
from which we derive our Protection? Ungrateful, 
no Doubt, are thoſe Men who itir up Sedition, — 
encourage Di/affeion, and foment Diviſions a- 
mongſt the People, or contrive any other Ways 
and Means which may leſſen the Proſperity and 
Safety, or tend to the Miſery and Ruin of their 
CouxrR v. 


ATTEMPTS of this direful Nature are certain Pre- 
ludes to lawleſs Tyranny, and a Power too odious 
to be named in an Audience of a FREE Pore x. 
But, as Examples are recent, and ſtill in every 
Body's Memory, of the daring Defigns of Men 

of 
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of infamous Charafter, and moſt complicated 


Guilt, I chuſe not to dwell on the diſagreeable 
Topick, but leave it with this brief Remark, found- 
ed on the Sentiments of a * brave Roman on the 
like Occaſion z ** Whenever the Publick is brought 
c into Danger, by the treaſonable Plottings of 
te deſperate and wicked Men, a capital Puniſhment 
© ought to be inflicted on all thoſe who are guilty 
& of the moſt capital Crimes. 


Tur next Thing to be conſidered are Puniſo- 
ments due to Actions committed againſt the Lives 
of particular Men. 


Turn is ſomething ſo ſhocking in the Idea and 
Sound of Murder, that Nature ſtarts back, pale 
and agaſt, —ſ{truck with Horror at the Reflection; 
and yet, notwithſtanding the general Senſe, and the 
inward Reſtraints, which ſeem to be provided by 
the wiſe Author of Nature, againſt a Crime ſo in- 
human and monſtrous, we have had Inſtances, of 
late, of Murders coolly and deliberately perpetrated 
againſt all the endearing Ties of warmeſt Action, 
and near Relation. 


Ox would be ſorry to depreciate the preſent 
Times, by Compariſons of :gnorant and unenligbtened 
Days: But, really, the Commiſſion of Crimes of 

plainly 


Cato in his Speech againſt Cataline and his conſpirators. 
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the moſt horrid, and almoſt unprecedented Quality, 
too plainly ſhews, how little a Senſe of Religion pre- 
vails amongſt us; and how ed we are ſunk 
into — _ i 


0 heh Black and crying Guilt what * fs 
fliftions can be proportionate * Under the | Moſaic 
Diſpenfation, we find a poſitive Appointment of 
Almighty God for puniſhing Murtherers.—* The 
Murtherer ſhall ſurely be put to Death.— * No Sa- 
tisfaction was to be taken for the Life of a Mur- 
therer. And this has continued as an uſeful and 


irreverſible Law under all NY Forms of Go- 
vVernment, 


Even in the moſt uncivilized Countries, we have 
Accounts how inviolably this Ordinance f Fuftice 
is till preſerv'd. And can any Thing poſlibly be 
urged to extenuate the Commiſſion, or the Puniſh- 
ment of that Sin; which not only offers Violence to 
every Dictate and Principle of Nature, but to the 
Laws of Religion, and the Government we live 
under? 


Happy were it, if, amidſt the ſundry wholſome 
Laws enacted; ſome Means could be found out to 


prevent the Perpetration of a Crime which reflects 
C Dir: 


** Numb, xxxv. 16.—31. 
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Diſgrace on the Character and Genius of the Ex- 
GLISH NaTion. 


Ir muſt be own'd this Trade of Death (for ſo 
it is often manag'd) loudly demands the ſerious 
Attention of our Legiſlators : and it may be hoped, 
from their deep Penetration and Zeal for the Pu- 
Blick Good, that a late Act, intitled * An AF for 
the better preventing the horrid Crime of Murther, 
will have its much-wiſh*d-for Effect and Force, 
in diſcouraging the wicked Thirſt of Blood. 


An Infringement of Property by Robbery and 
Theft, tho' juſtly puniſhable with Death, carries 
not the ſame Degree of Blackneſs along with it : 
For what are all outward Poſſeſions to the dear 
Enjoyment of Life ? The one may be repaired by 
the Beneficence of Friends, — the united Helps of a 
Family, —or the favourable Smiles of Fortune. But, 
in the Lofs of the other, Friends, —Family, — For- 

une, — all ſuffer in the general Calamity, 


B x it further obſerved, as what ought to car- 
ry conſiderable Weight with it, that Life is the 
Gift of God alone; and whoever cauſeleſsly takes it 
away, robs God of his pom Right and Apponit- 

ment: 


* By this Act, Murtherers are to be executed the next Day 
but one after Sentence, their Bodies to be hung in Chains or a- 
natomized; but in no Caſe whatſoever ſuffered to be buried. 
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ment: I ſay, cauſeleſsly ; ſince it may ſometime 
happen, that a Privation of Life (as in Caſes of 
neceſſary Self-preſervation, and in juſt, defenſive 
War with an open, declared Enemy) may not only 
be unavoidable, but innocent. But theſe Inſtances 
are Exemptions from my chief Enquiry, and fo- 
reign to the dreadful Buſineſs ] intended to expoſe. 
*'T was Murther, —wilful, deliberate Murther |— 
Blood, * which defileth the Land that cried out 
for Vengeance; and, beyond all Doubt, the moſt 
exquiſite Puniſhment will be denounced at the Ge- 
neral Aſiæe to Impiety like this.—Nor ſhall the 
Robber, for all his dark Contrivances and Privacy 
here, be able to find a Place of Refuge to hide him- 
felf from + the Wrath to come; for tho* flow, it 
will overtake him, and attack him in a defenceleſs 
State of Surprize as a Thief in the Night. $ . 


Bor finee the Fear of Puniſhment, in diſtant 
Proſpect, will not always be effectual enough to 
deter Men from ſinful Practices, the more imme- 
diate temporal Execution of penal Laws is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary : For, as I briefly hinted above, Pu- 
niſhments have commonly this ſalutary Effect, ei- 
ther to reform Offenders, or diſcourage others from 
attempting the like Crimes. 


Is 


* Numb, xxxv. 3% f Theſ. i. 10, 52 Pet. iii. 10, 


" * Tr . ä 28 
- 23 — 4-1 — — — 
* 11 * eG o 
* OY” + 


” 7 3 Ne nn 
+ = * — — 
) 


CS 
"FF." 


a a. 
* = % 


— — 
— 2 


— 


2 = 
* 


f "WV - + IX "> — 
a „ Wn ho 3 3 
iT * & ow & 


20 A SERMON at 


$ Men could a0 wh Impunity, whatever vi- 
Cious Inclination oor open Licentiouſneſs might 
prompt them to, the World, 'tis to be fear'd, 
would be a Scene of Blood, Rapine, and Deſolation. 
Life would be in perpetual Peril, — Right invaded, 
—Liberty infringed, —and Property perverted : But, 
by the wholeſome Reſtraints and Proviſion of a 
wiſe Adminiſtration, and the happieſt of Conſtitu- 
tions, which was the third Hin [ prepares briefly 
to gw ty 


"Lav and Liberty, ch next 05 Boon! with all 
the Accrſſions of Right and Property, are main- 
tained Equally i#violable to the loweſt Subject as to 
the !þ5gheft Per ſon in the Legiſlatius Rant. In this 
Reſpect, the Peaſant arid the Peer ſtand on a Level: 
— The ſame Magna Charta, — the ſame Eſtabliſh- 


mem of. Religious and Civil Laws the harmoni- 


ous Copcurrence ot King and Parliament, the ſame 
inſeparable Regard for Juſtice, —preſerve the regu- 
lar Chain, by which every Individual of the Com- 
munity is firmly linked mc... 


# 


'Trzse 


* In the Preamble to Magna Charter (the belt B ary of Laws 
in any Nation) it is ſaid to be made for the Honour of God, the 


 Brxaltation of the Holy Church, and the Amendment of the 


Kingdom. —A juſt Character! 


| Spellman calls Magna Charta, —Auguſti ſimum Anglicarum 
Libertatum Diploma, et Sacra Ant hora. 
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THrese are our Birth-right by the Laws of our 
Conſtitution ;, and theſe we muſt defend, & with a 


Spirit that reſults from Liberty, and a Courage that 
belongs to T ruth. 


Unver ſuch an 1 happily-mix'd Temper of Go- 
vernment, One might juſtly wonder, how either 
Injuſtice, Diſaffeftion, or any ſeparated Intereſts 
whatever, cou'd poſſibly prevail. On the contrary, 
one might, with far greater Reaſon, expect, that 
in a Reign, where * Mercy and Truth are met together, 
(and, certainly, theſe Virtues neyer ſhone more 
diſtinguiſh'd in any Age) * Righteouſneſs and Peace, 


on the Side of the Subjects, wou'd kiſs each other. * | 


For, if Royal Love and Favour can engage dutiful 
Subjection, and Gratitude be excited by Bleſſings 
confer'd, an univerſal Happineſs and Satisfaction 
muſt neceſſarily follow. 


Ir Clemency be a Chriſtian Accompliſhment, and 
can add Luſtre to Regal Dignity If, as the 
wiſeſt of Potentates once obſerv'd, + The King*s 
Throne is upholden by Mercy ——ſure, never Prince 
ſtood more ſecure, in the Hearts of his People, than 
his preſent Majeſty. What can be more expreſſive 
of 


$ Dr Hume's Sermon before the Houſe of Commons, May 
29. 1749. 


** H. hexxv. 10. ＋ Prov. XX. 28. 
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of his Regard for his Subjects, than his repeated 
Aſſurances, $ ** That they may depend on his Aﬀec- 
cc tion, and unwearied Endeavonrs, to promote the 
« General Happineſs.” 


Sven is his Humanity, that, even in Caſes, 
where it has been found abſolutely neceſſary the 


| Laws ſhou'd have the ſevereſt Enforcements, (either 


by Men's unnatural, or voluntary and contumacious 
Breach of them) Pity has been frequently obſerv*d 
to take Place of Fuftice; and the filent Tear be- 
ſpoke the generous, ſoft, and unrevengeful Heart. 
Will not Tenderneſs, and a ſympathetic Senfe, like 
This, command due Allegiance and Veneration? 
And may not We too juſtly apply the Apoſtle's 
Words to all Thoſe, who refuſe it ?—* Preſump- 
tuous are T hey, and ſelf will d, that deſpiſe Govern- 
ment :———Eſpecially, if we add, Government ſup- 
ported by Equity, Moderation and Mercy. And 
of This ſo many pregnant Proofs have been given, 
during the wholeCourſe of a long and proſperous Reign, 
(God proſper it Hall longer) that even Enemies (if 


any there be ſo unreaſonable as continue ſuch) muſt 


own the utmoſt Lenity and paternal Affection ſhewn 
to his People: And every true Subject gratefully. 
__ the deepeſt Senſe of the Bleſſings he epjoys, 

both 


King's Speech laſt Seſſions of Parliament, and many others. 


* 2 Pet. ii. 10. 
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both in Church and State, under the beſt of earthly 
Governments. | 


We need not recite Inſtances. They are too 
numerous to be confin'd, within a Diſcourſe of this 
Nature. Ev'ry honeſt Heart feels the Influence 


and happy Effetts. 


= uus now draw to a Concluſion, leſt I ſhou'd 
ſeem to engroſs too much of that Time, which is 
devoted to Buſineſs; and, by that Means, offend 


againſt the publick Good. 


To diate to thoſe, who pręſide in Judgement, is 
not my Province; nor would it at all become 
me. Only ſo far, I hope, it may with Modeſty 
be advanc'd, That as their Office and Appoiniment 
is of the higheſt Dignity, ſo the faithful Diſcharge 
of it is of the utmoſt Conſequence, They are God's 
Vicegerents; and act by a divine Commiſſion, as well 
as a civil one. Therefore the Caution of the Great 
Reformer, the good King of Judah, upon his firft 
Deſignation of Judges in the Land, may ſtill be 
applied, without Offence, to this high Chara#er ; 
* Take heed what ye do: For ye judge not for Man, 
but for the Lord, who is with you in Judgment. 


Horr 


* 2 Chron, xix. 6. 
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Hor y Scripture points out the eſſential Quali- 
fications of theſe Rulers over us; — that they ber 
able Men; —ſuch as fear God — Men of Truth :— 
That they S judge rigbteouſiy between every Man and 
his Brother, and the Stranger that is with him:— 
That they || reſpeft not the Perſon of the Poor, nor 
bonour the Perſon of the Mighty. — That ** they 
ſhall not be afraid of the Face of Man; for the 
Judgment is God s. That they ++ defend the Poor 
and Fatherleſs —— do Juſtice to the Afﬀifted and 


Needy; and deliver them out of the Hand of the 
Wicked. 


Hen is ſuch a Mixture of Wiſdom—Piety— 
Veracity— Reſolution —impartial Juſtice, and Mercy, 
as makes the Characters, in whom they unite, moſt 
truly amiable. The Application is eaſily deduci- 


ble; and might be made without the leaſt Impu- 
tation of Flattery. 


Wur kr Perſons, inveſted with a Power of 
executing the Laws, make the Honour of God, —the 
Preſervation of the King their Country and Fellow 
Subjects, the ſole View of all their Adminiſtrations 
and Deſigns, tbe Land muſt flouriſh—* Happy the 
People, that are in ſuch a Caſe! When Men of 


up 
+ Exod. xviii. 21. Deat. i. 16. || Levit. xix. 15. 


% Deul. i. 17. 1+ P/. laxxii. 34. P/, cxliv. 15. 


. Ya RG, 


1 


CARLISLE ASSIZES. as 


upright Conduct it in the Throne of Judgment, they 
will reſemble their Great Maſter — a f wiſe King 
and ſcatter away all Evil with their Fyes. 


Bor tho* the chief Diſtribution of Juſtice be 


lodged in the Hands of the Judges, it reſts not 


ſolely there, Every Magiſtrate, of an inferior 
Claſs, ſhould be punctual in diſcharging his Office 
with a becoming Zeal and Fidelity : He ſhould 
ſtudiouſly endeavour to ſuppreſs Vice and Profane- 
neſs, in its earlieſt Growth, by the exemplary Se- 
verity of ſuch Laws as are beſt calculated to correct 
the wilful Tranſpreſſors of them: For, let King and 
Parliament make the wiſeſt Edicts imaginable, and 
Judges pronounce the ſevereſt Charges; yet if there 
be any Remiſſneſs or Partiality in the lower Magi- 
Bracy, the Wheels of Juſtice muſt unavoidably be 
greatly clogged and obſtructed; Vice and Immora- 
lity will take the Advantage and reign triumphant, 
to the Diſgrace of our pure and wndefiled Religion, 
and to the Interruption and Ruin of ſocial Life. 


+ IpLeness is the Fofter-parent of a numerous 
ue of Vices; and is not only a Reproach to hu- 
man Nature, but the neareſt Road to Wretchedneſs 
and + Want. This often puts Men upon indirect 
Prattices; and, to ſupply their $ diſorderly Method 

1 of 


+ Prov. xx. 26. IH Prov. xxiv. 30, 31, & puſſim. 


$ Vide Fie/ding's Enquiry into the Cauſes of the Increaſe of 
Robberies, publiſh'd 1750-1.—4n excellent Piece to diſcourage 
many reigning V ices ! | 
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of living, they have Recourſe to all the wicked 


Arts of Fraud, Robbery, and Theft. 


HisToxy gives us an Account, that ſome of 
the ancient and once beſt conſtituted Common- 
wealths, puniſhed Idleneſs with Infamy, Baniſb- 
ment, or Death: And, in our own Country, as 
Matters ſtand, we are not without ſuitable Pro- 
vifions againſt this odious and beggarly Vice, if the 
Laws in Being were but executed with that Reſo- 
lution and Vigour, that Authority and Aſcendant, 
which the Fortunes and Abilities of Magiſtrates will 
neceſſarily give them over their Inferiors. 


Were every petty Act of Fraud and Injuſtice 
duly puniſhed, at its firſt Appearance, Wickedneſs 
would make but a flow Progreſs, and few Men 
would be audacious enough to advance to 
the moſt daring Height of Impiety, in Contempt 
of all Reſtraints of Law, or from an . of 
Pain and Diſgrace. | 


Ir Swearing * Sabbathb- breaking, the confeſſed 
In: lets to Sins of every Size and Complexion, met 
with their condign Puniſhment, many unhappy fa- 
tal Conſequences might timely be prevented. Theſe 
are the firſt Beginnings of Sorrows ; and theſe it is 
every Magiſtrate's known Duty to puniſh and ſuppreſs. 


Con- 
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ConsIDER then, what Intereſt it would add to 
the Cauſe of Religion to diſcountenance as much 
as poſſible theſe crying Sins What Security, what 
Honour it would reflect on our Nation, to have 
theſe, and the whole Train of popular prevailing 
Vices baniſhed from amongſt us. 


ConsIDER too, what Numbers of Lives, I mighe 
ſay Souls, would be ſaved, by guarding theſe A- 
venues to Sin and Death What Trouble, —what 
Uneaſineſs to the Judges of the Earth might be 
prevented, by reducing the black Calendar of De- 
linquents and Malefattors ! and, what ſhould be of 
as great Importance as all the reſt, conſider how it 
will alleviate the final Account, which muſt be 
given, at the awful Tribunal of * God, the Fudge 
of all. 


1 


* Heb. xii. 23. 


